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Technicians carefully arrange fuel assemblies in the reacior.

The uranium fuel at nuclear
power plants comes to the
plant as small ceramic pellets
sealed into long, vertical metal
alloy tubes {rods}). These tubes
are “bundied” into assemblies
that contain 64 to 289 rods.
The assemblies measure up
to 14 feet in length and weigh
as much as 1,600 pounds.
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Centralized
Storage Will
Hold Down
Costs to
Consumers

hite the use of above-ground,

& W dry storage allows the nation’s
nuciear power plants to continue
providing reliable, economical and
clean-air electricity to millions of
Americans, a centralized facility still
is required.

Nuclear power plants—while carefully
and safely managing used fuel for
more than four decades—were never
built for long-term storage. Experts
agree that moving used fuel to a sin-
gle facility—built specifically for that
purpose--will reduce the cost to the
public while improving on an already
excellent safety record.

Yucea Mountain, Nevada, is the site of the nation's used fus!

v

P ) E = R PR
repository. Inside the Yucca Mounta
The U.S. Department of Energy is $1 million. Some nuclear plants
deveioping an underground repository  wili need dozens of these containers
at Yucca Mountain, Nev., that will until the federal government opens
provide a centralized facility for the the Yucca Mountain facility,
nation’s used fuel. Until the central-
ized facility opens, the industry will Consumers of nuclear-generated
continue to use dry siorage systems electricity will have 1o foot the bill
subject to the same rigorous safety for these on-site storage systems,
standards and regulatory oversight despite the fact the Nuclear Waste
as every other aspect of nuclear Policy Act never envisioned the
power plant operations. need for on-site storage.

Anocther facior in favor of centralized

storage is

that dry storage systems

are expensive. Depending on the
design, a container’s cost can range

from $500

,000 to more than







